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a handicap, however, if the soil is mulched too early in the spring,
before the ground has had a chance to become warm.

6.   It prevents tomato  fruits from  cracking and improves  the
quality immensely, because it makes conditions in the soil uniform
from day to day. This results in a steady uniform growth, always
desirable.

7. A mulch may seive as a source of plant nutrients, if the material
that is used will break down during the season. This could be one
of the greatest advantages of a mulch and will be discussed in
greater detail later.

Materials that are suitable for mulching vary tremendously in com-
position and should be used according to the effect that is to be ob-
tained. Obviously, material that has a large amount of weed seeds in
it should not be used, as the seeds will infest the ground and cause no
end of trouble. The following materials have been used to good ad-
vantage :

LAWN CLIPPINGS : These are always available for the small garden,
but usually the quantity is not great enough to cover the ground. Lawn
clippings are an excellent source of plant nutrients; because they are
so succulent, they will gradually break down, permitting the nutrient
salts to leach into the soil. The plant roots, being close to the surface
because of the mulch, will be quickly benefited by them. The clippings
should be spread out thinly, not over a half-inch thick, and used sev-
eral times during the growing season. They are excellent for close-
rowed crops, like carrots and onions; also for roses and delphiniums.

WEEDS : If you use mulches you do not have any weeds, but so often
there are weeds in fence corners., vacant lots, and waste ground that
make a voluminous succulent growth. If these are cut before they form
seeds, they are ideal for mulching materials, as they break down easily
during the season and serve as a good source of nutrient material while
doing their ordinary duties as a mulch. As this material is rather coarse,
it should be used between vigorous or large-growing plants such as
tomatoes and cabbage. Farmers who have any acreage of waste land on
which they could cut weeds, would find it worth while to apply lime
and fertilizer to the weeds so that they would make even better mulches.

STRAW: Straw is usually that part of the grain crop left after the
threshing. In some sections there are large quantities of this type of
material. It does not have much nutrient material in it and does not
break down very rapidly, but for all that it is very good mulching mate-
rial If plowed under after the crop is taken off, it adds to the organic